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EXTRACTS FROM BASIC NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY (NSC 5707/8)
WHICE UNDERLIE THE U. S. DEFENSE.EFFORT OVERSEAS !

Y10. If this purpose 1s to be achieved, the United States and its allles in
the aggregate will have to have, for an indefirite period, military forces with
sufficient strength, flexibility and mobility to enable them to deal swiftly and
severely with Communist overt aggression in its various forms and to cope suc-
cessfully with general war should it develop. In addition, the deterrent is
much more likely to be effective 1f the United States and its major allies show
that they are united in their determination to use military force against such
aggression.”

"15, Within the total U. S. military forces there must be included ready
forces which, with such help as may realistically be expected from allied
forces, are adequate (a) to present a deterrent to any resort to local aggres-
sion, and (b) to defeat or hold, in conjunction with indigenous forces, any
such local aggression, pending the application of such additionzl U. S. end
ellied power as may be required to suppress quickly the local eggression. Such
ready forces must be highly motile and suitably deployed, recognizing that scme
degree of maldeployment from the viewpoint of general war must be accepted.

"Loecal aggression as used in this paragraph refers only to conflicts
occurring in less developed areas of the world, in which limited U. S. forces
participate because U. S. interests are involved. The prompt and resolute ap-
plication of the degree of force necessary to defeat such local aggression is
considered the best means to keep hostilities from dbroadening into general war.
Therefore, military planning for U. 8. forces to oppose local aggression will be
based on the development of a flexible and selective capability,. including
nuclear capability for use as authorized by the President. Vhen the use of
U. 8. forces is required to oppose local aggression, force will be applied in
a manner and on & scale best calculated to avold hostilities fram broadening
into genersl war."

"16. U. 8. security is predicated upon the support and cooperation of ap-
propriate major allies and certain other Free World countries, in providing
their share of military forces and in furnishing bases for U. 5. military power
(although U. 8. dependence on such bases is likely to diminish over the long
run). The United States should take the necessary steps to convince its NATO
and other allies that U. 8. strategy and policy serve their security as well
as its own, and that, while their full contribution and participation must be
forthcoming, the United States is committed to their defense and possesses the
capability to fulfill that cormmitment. The United States should strengthen as
practicable the collective defense system and utilize, where appropriate, the
possibilities of collective action through the UN."
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118, The United Stetes should continue to provide military and support as-
sistance to dependable allied nations where such assistance is necessary to en-
able them to make their appropriate contributions to collective military powver.
To the extent possible without sserifice of U. S. security, the United States
should seek to reduce requirements for military assistance by encouraging se-
lected recipient countries (principally non-European) (1) to reduce large in-
digenous forces maintained to resist external aggression to a size commensurate
with both the economic ability of the allied country to support and with the
external threat, placing reliance for additional support on U. S. capabilities,
and (2) to emphasize police-type forces for internal security purposes in lieu
of large indigenous military establishments."”

"21, Political and economlc progress in the Free World is vitally important
(a) to maintain the effectiveness of the military deterrent by preserving the
cohesion of our alliances and the politicel bagis for allied fecilities and
capabilities; (b) as an end in itself, in strengthening the vitality and well-
being of the free nations; and (c) to create the conditions which over time
will be conducive to acceptable change in the Communist bloc. Behind the shield
of its deterrent system, the United States should place relatively more stress
on pramoting growth and development in the Free World end constructive evolution
in the Communist bloc." (Paragraphs 22-34 emplify paragraph 21.)
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